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It was time to say goodbye. Last 
fall, Miranda Lambert quietly list-
ed the luxurious 10,627-square-
foot home just outside of Nash-

ville that she and ex Blake Shelton had 
once shared. Nestled on nearly an acre 
near a golf course, the stunning estate 
fi nally sold for a reported $2.4 mil-
lion. “Miranda and Blake had had so 
much fun in that house up until that 
sad last day together,” a friend tells 
In Touch. “When she got rid of it, it 
took her right back to that nightmar-
ish day their marriage imploded.”

And now Miranda is fi nally 
starting to tell friends the heart-
breaking details about the day her 
marriage ended. On that horrible 
day at their Tennessee home in late 
June 2015, the country music stars 
found themselves arguing mercilessly 
over mutual trust issues and her belief 
that Blake had been “blinded by Hol-
lywood,” says the friend, and more. 
“They threw harsh accusations at 
each other, and it really destroyed Mi-
randa,” says the friend. Even though 
she and Blake, 40, had been having 
problems, Miranda, 33, had no idea he 
was about to pull the plug. “She was 
blindsided when he said he wanted a 
divorce,” says the friend. “Her whole 
world shattered right then and there.”

She was gutted to realize that 
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Miranda:
The Day
My Marr
 Ended

THE WAY THEY WERE
“I had a great relationship with an 

amazing man,” Miranda has said 

about her happier times with Blake. 

“I will never take that for granted.”

splitnews
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The Country World
Took Her Sideiage

SHARING
HER PAIN
“Miranda was
devastated by
the divorce,”
says a friend.

“She channeled
much of the

heartbreak into
the songs.”

When it comes to Blake and 
Miranda’s work, it’s clear which 
one is coming out on top. When 
the Academy of Country Music 
announced this year’s award 
nominees on Feb. 16, Miranda 
scored six nods, while Blake — 
who co-hosted the ACMs from 
2011 to 2015 — failed to get 
a single nomination for the 
second year in a row despite 
being eligible. “Miranda believes 
the country music community 
has taken her side over his,” 
says a friend, “when it comes 
to award recognition.”

he had given up on them. “Miranda 
was in tears as she blasted him. She 
told Blake that she felt like he’d cho-
sen Hollywood and his TV audience 
[from The Voice] over her,” says the 
friend. “He came back at her for fl irt-
ing too much with their musician 
friends, taking all the fun out of his 
life and her resistance to starting 
a family.” But there was one blow 
that really hit below the belt: He 
brought up that he’d heard she had 
cheated. “She was deeply hurt,” says 
the friend. “They had grown so far 
apart.” Still, the down-home coun-
try girl had always insisted that di-
vorce wasn’t an option for her. “Mi-
randa felt Blake just didn’t try hard 
enough,” adds the friend. “But Blake 
wouldn’t relent — he felt that the 
marriage wasn’t working.” 

Days later, on July 6, Blake 
made good on his promise. He 
fi led divorce papers in Oklahoma 
and requested that Miranda leave 
their ranch in Tishomingo. Even 
though Miranda should have known 
it was coming, she was blindsided, 
she’s told friends. She thought the 
last fi ght would blow over and in-
stead her entire world changed in an 
instant. Three weeks later, a judge 
signed off , offi  cially ending their 
four-year marriage on the very same 
day the public learned that country’s 
golden couple was no more. A numb, 
heartbroken Miranda struggled to 
pick up the pieces as Blake moved on 

just two months later with pop star 
and The Voice co-star Gwen Stefani. 
“Miranda was mortifi ed,” says the 
friend, “when he so callously started 
his new high-profi le romance.”

It would be months before 
she would speak publicly about 
the split. And then, it was only to 
vaguely acknowledge that it had 
been a rough year. But privately, she 
was pouring all of her emotions into 
her music, even after she found love 
again with musician Anderson East, 
28. “It’s the best way she knows to ex-
press herself,” says the friend. “She’s 
become more open to talking about 
that time in her lyrics.” And she 
fi nds it cathartic to share them with 
her fans. “I got divorced, so I started 
drinking a little extra,” she told the 
crowd during an intimate Jan. 24 
show in Chicago. “I found myself in 
midtown in Nashville three nights 
in a row at last call, lights are com-
ing on, and I’m still sitting there. So 
I wrote a song about it.” That song 
was “Ugly Lights,” which her friend 
says was meant to “show Blake the 
human cost of divorce.”

The more she opens up about 
her heartbreak, the less it stings.
“If anything, her songs are getting 
more detailed and sharp-tongued 
about her failed marriage and the day 
it blew up,” the friend says of Miran-
da. “And playing the songs live has led 
her to emote about the divorce and 
fully move on.”

A year and a half after 
Blake Shelton abruptly 

filed for divorce, 
Miranda Lambert is 

finally opening up  


