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Their SadSPLIT
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The country music superstars 
announce the sudden 

end of their marriage, leaving 
fans heartbroken and 

wondering what went wrongMMiranda Lambert is no stranger to 
bringing country fans to tears. But when 
she performed her Grammy Award-
winning hit “The House That Built 
Me”—which her husband of four years, 
Blake Shelton, originally suggested she 
record—at the Cheyenne Frontier Days 
in Wyoming on July 18, it was the singer 
herself who got choked up. “Last thing 
anybody wants to do is cry in front of 
19,000 people,” she told the crowd 
before asking them to finish singing the 
ballad for her. As Lambert wiped her 
eyes and silently swayed to the music, 
the crowd had no idea that she and Shel-
ton would be announcing their divorce 
two days later. “She just kept saying 
thank you and how much she loves us,” 
says concertgoer Bailee Hanson. “It 
really was upsetting.” 

The former couple didn’t hold back 
any emotion on July 20 when they 
released a joint statement: “This is not 
the future we envisioned. And it is with 
heavy hearts that we move forward sep-
arately.” But friends say the union, 
which made Shelton and Lambert one 
of country music’s highest-profile (and 
most beloved) couples, was challenged 
from the start, both by tabloid scrutiny 
and by busy, often conflicting schedules. 
When they married in 2011, Shelton was 
juggling his music career with new fame 
as a coach on NBC’s hit singing competi-
tion The Voice, which kept him in Los 
Angeles for months at a time. Lambert, 
meanwhile, continued touring and 
recording (her most recent album, Plat-
inum, just won a Grammy). With a pact 
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not to spend more than two weeks 
apart, the two made a concerted 
effort to keep the marriage intact. 
Backstage at the ACM Awards in 
April, Lambert admitted that 
wasn’t always easy. “It’s definitely 
a different way to live your life,” 
she said. “But our relationship 
started with us going in different 
ways, and we make it work.”

By June, however, things had 
started to unravel. A Lambert friend says she 
wanted time apart “to reflect” on the marriage. 
“She wanted to try and make it work, maybe 
have more of a separation,” the friend says. “But 
he said, ‘I’m filing.’"” Yet a Shelton source insists 
he had no choice. “It came on very quickly,” the 
source says. “It was very clear that things 
weren’t going to work out. So he decided to end 
it. He still loves her very much.” Shelton filed for 
divorce at the beginning of July in Oklahoma. 
(The pair had a prenup in place, and the divorce 
was finalized quickly.)

After meeting in 2005 when they performed 
a duet on a Country Music Television special, 
Lambert and Shelton (who divorced first 

wife Kaynette Gern in 2006) 
exchanged vows in a country-chic 
wedding in her native Texas in 
2011. “They were very alike in so 
many ways,” says Kathy Best, 
Lambert’s former publicist, who 
also helped plan their nuptials. 
“Whether that was good or bad I 
don’t know.” With a mutual love 
of music and cocktails, they made 
their home on a ranch in Tishom-

ingo, Okla., where Lambert mothered a brood of 
dogs, cats, chickens, goats and horses and Shelton 
could hunt and relax away from the limelight. 
“We’re both really country people,” Lambert told 
People in 2012. “We love the woods and shooting 
guns, and L.A. is pretty much the opposite of 
that.” But their demanding schedules began tak-
ing a toll. “You are being pulled apart. Literally,” 
she said two years later. “Blake’s person is pulling 
him that way, and my person is pulling me this 
way. You get to that point where you’re both say-
ing, ‘Where is our time? We need us time.’"”

Worse, their marriage struggled under a con-
stant tabloid spotlight—including baby rumors 
(sources say starting a family did not play into 
the divorce) and allegations of infidelity, which 
both Lambert and Shelton always denied. “I can 
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‘[By filing] 
Blake wanted 

to avoid a 
prolonged 

process that 
would be painful 
for both of them’
—A SHELTON SOURCE

ALL SMILES
The couple (with singer Ashley 
Monroe) made their last public 

appearance at the ACM Awards in 
April. “They seemed like they were 
both having a good time,” says an 
industry source. “There were no 

signs at all that there was trouble.”

The two met while 
performing a duet of 

“You’re the Reason God 
Made Oklahoma” on a 
CMT special in 2005. 

“Every time I hear [that 
song], it’s like I instantly go 
back there,” Shelton said.

Love at 
First Sight
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Small-Town 
Happiness

Shelton and Lambert made their 
home in tiny Tishomingo, Okla., 

in the hopes of keeping their 
marriage grounded. “We try to 

be as normal about our relationship 
as we can,” Shelton said in 2012. 

Their neighbors there “are 
really proud of us, but they treat 

us like anybody else, which is 
awesome,” said Lambert.  
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“My dogs are 
my children,” 

Lambert 
told People

in 2012.

Shelton hung the 
sign in Lambert’s store, 

the Pink Pistol.

Downtown Tishomingo,
 population 3,068. 

Shelton spent his 
downtime farming 

and fishing.

Lambert’s menagerie 
includes five ponies.



guarantee you he has been faithful to her,” says 
the Shelton source. “He hasn’t cheated ever, ever, 
ever. This has really shaken him.” A friend of 
Lambert’s says Shelton’s focus on being a celeb-
rity became a point of contention in the mar-
riage. “He liked it, which isn’t a negative thing, 
but it’s just polar opposite to what she wants,” the 
friend adds. “It was frustrating, and she didn’t 
want to be part of that machine.” 

For his part Shelton has credited Lambert with 
making sure they found quality time together. 
“She literally has flown across the country to be 
with me for one night and will get up and go home 
the next morning. She’s done that many, many 
times, where I just won’t do it and say, ‘Oh, I’ll see 
you next week!’ I’m just a guy about it, I guess,” he 
said in 2012. “She’s always been the one to go 
through hell to make sure we spend time 
together.” Friends say that despite his work com-
mitments, Shelton prided himself on trying to be 
a good guy. “Blake is just that incredibly loyal and 

dedicated husband. His whole world revolved 
around her,” says the Shelton source. “She was 
his priority. [He would say] ‘I need to do produc-
tion by this date and this time so I can go spend 
time with Miranda.’ That was always the tenor of 
his world, and everyone respected that.”

In the end it wasn’t enough. Now back in L.A. for 
production of Season 9 of The Voice, Shelton has 
been keeping his emotions close to the vest. “No 
one suspected a thing,” says the source. “He was 
the guy who was engaged and making people 
smile, which is what he does.” But privately, the 
source says, he is “devastated.” As for Lambert? 
“She’s sad and taking it day by day,” adds the 
source close to her. “She’s doing the best she can.”

By Julie Jordan. Reporting by Melody Chiu, 
Patrick Gomez, Darla Atlas, Danielle Anderson, 
Eileen Finan, Kay West and Jodi Guglielmi 
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‘It was just an 
accumulation 

of things
like being 

separated and 
all the tabloid 
speculation’

—A LAMBERT FRIEND 

DIFFERENT 
PATHS

Shelton, who has starred on 
The Voice (above right, in 

January) for eight seasons, was 
still wearing his wedding ring 

at a NASCAR event with Adam 
Sandler (below) on July 19. 

Lambert (left, in June in 
Delaware) got emotional 

onstage July 18. 
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