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ATTACK

ANGRY
BLAKE
DEFENDS
GWEN
BlakeShelton rallies around
GwenStefani as she faces the
biggest crisis of her career

SAYING ALL THE 
RIGHT THINGS

“Blake’s told Gwen not 
to worry because she’s 

amazing at what she does 
and her music sales over 

the years prove she’s 
still one of the world’s 
most popular artists,” 

says a Gwen insider.
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MIRANDA’S TIX 
AREN’T GOING 
FOR $12.95 
Gwen is having trouble selling out 
shows, but there’s one person 
who isn’t: Blake’s ex-wife, Miranda 
Lambert. There’s no doubt that 
Gwen can’t be happy Miranda, 32, 
is touring at the same time she is 
— and doing much better. Ticket 
prices for Miranda’s Keeper of the 
Flame tour are much higher than 
those for Gwen’s shows.

T
he venue was one-third
empty. Despite cameras 
showing packed seats at the 
front of the Xfi nity Center 

in Mansfi eld, Mass., during Gwen 
Stefani’s July 12 tour kickoff , video 
later surfaced revealing that a huge 
number of the outdoor amphithe-
ater’s 19,900 seats in sections farther 
back weren’t fi lled. “Gwen was dev-
astated that people didn’t show up 
even though tickets were reduced in 
price,” says a Gwen insider. Some re-
ports even claimed tickets were giv-
en out for free. Singing in front of so 
many empty seats, adds the insider, 
“is a career nightmare.”

Blake Shelton immediately 
jumped to Gwen’s defense. “That’s 
right everybody. No matter how good 
your eyes site [sic] is @gwenstefani 
show was ‘empty’ last night,” her 
boyfriend wrote the morning after 
the show, alongside photos of the 
crowd that was framed so the empty 
seats in the back couldn’t be seen. 
“Wish I could get that many THOU-
SANDS of people to come see me on 
a Tuesday night,” he added minutes 
later. He was desperate to mitigate 
the damage. “If you mess with his 
loved ones, especially Gwen, he’s go-
ing to attack,” explains a Blake in-
sider. “But it still seems a little des-
perate on Blake’s part.”

The fact is, Gwen’s tour just 
isn’t selling. “Gwen is absolutely 
mortifi ed that her tour is turning 
out to be a total disaster,” says the 
Gwen insider. A search for tickets 
for upcoming dates reveals that ven-
ues in Austin, Dallas and Charlotte, 
N.C. (see above right), among oth-
ers, aren’t even half sold out despite 
tickets selling for as low as $12.95. 
(Blake claimed dropping prices at 
the last minute is a common prac-
tice.) Gwen’s fallen fast and hard. In 
2007, her Sweet Escape tour sold out 
53 of 55 dates and made $30.5 mil-
lion, according to Billboard. And in 
the ’90s, her No Doubt concerts rou-
tinely were sellouts. Now, “She feels 
as though people are losing interest 
in her,” says the Gwen insider of the 
46-year-old singer.

They are. “From what I’m look-

ing at, this is likely a money-los-
ing tour for everyone concerned.
You never cut the price of tickets
unless you have serious prob-
lems fi lling the venue at the origi-
nal price,” explains Madonna’s
former concert promoter John
Argento, who doesn’t work with
Gwen. “Yes, a decade ago Gwen
could sell out shows wherever she
performed, no matter how large
the venue. But unfortunately
she’s just not as popular now.”
With many 20,000-seat amphi-
theaters on her tour, “She’s per-
forming at venues that are far
too large for her,” Argento adds.
“She should have picked more
intimate ones with less than
2,500 seats.” Chris Willman, a
writer for Billboard magazine,
says, “Some of it has to do with
fact that her record, This Is What the
Truth Feels Like, is not popular. The 
album dropped off  the Billboard 200 
in late June after 12 weeks. It just 
didn’t catch fi re.”

Blake, 40, is trying to be her se-
cret weapon. After he joined her on-
stage during her show at the Veterans 
United Home Loans Amphitheater in 
Virginia Beach, Va., on July 16 to per-
form their duet “Go Ahead and Break 
My Heart,” some wondered if she’s 
dragging out Blake to boost sales. 
“Maybe Blake fans will start buying 
tickets and fi lling those empty seats,” 
says a music insider.

Blake just wants to make ev-

erything better for Gwen. After 
her July 12 show, “He had hundreds 
of fl owers and chocolates sent back-
stage for her and told her in a card 
to cheer up,” says a source. He’s des-
perate to make her happy despite 
her fears. “Blake will do anything 
to protect Gwen,” adds the Blake 
insider. “He’s been her rock through 
all of this.”    
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STANDING 
UP FOR 
GWEN

A TOUGH SELL
While Blake’s tweet made it seem 
like Gwen’s packing arenas, the 
seating chart from her July 23 
show at the PNC Music Pavilion 
in Charlotte, N.C., shows plenty 

of empty seats (in blue).


