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to do every single thing for me.”

« the reason why the band has
been so successful all these years
—that's all we ever did.

Wasn’t that

ough on all your

elationships?
irflfriends and boyfriends were
always secondary. Tony (the bass
player) was my boyfriend for years,
so that made it easy. Then I met
Gavin and both of us have been
on tour constantly for the past
seven years. It was really hard for
us, but when we're apart, we get
more work done.

You've been the
only girl in an
all-guy band for
17 years. Are you
more of a guy:
irl, or do you

ave a girlie side?
I'm totally a girlie girl. But I can

definitely hang with the guys in
the band because we have music
in common. They're like brothers.

What’s it like
being on tour for
a year at a time?

‘Reality becomes totally Skéwedf
but it's such an amazing time

because you get lost in your own

world, and that is what's hard
about coming off a tour. All of a

sudden you go, “Oh my God, [

have to have keys. I need money

in my purse. Someone'’s not goin

it was worth it. But him breaking
up with me was the most nc-
redible thing because before that,
[ was a very passive person who
was dependent on him for my
happiness. I was only 17 when I
started seeing him and had never
had any serious boyiriends before
that, so I glamoris‘ed the relation-
ship and I was so in love. After we
broke up, I started writing all these
songs and I found my talent, which
was the most empowering thing
that ever happened to me. |

Was it weird for
him that you
were using the
break-up in
your songs?

[ think it probably was, but we
were always such good friends
and he was so happy for me that
I Was discovering my writing tal-
ent. But I'm sure that he went
through some pain too. And then
when I met my husband, it was
really hard for him to see me
with someone else. .

- Do you now use

- Gavin when
you're writing
songs?
Yeah, I'm definitely inspired by

him. He's the one who gets to me 4




Yeah, to Rossdale. I'm traditional and so is he.
[ kept Stefani as my stage name.

['ve never been very secretive about who I am.
My songs are basically my diaries. But when
we got married, our relationship became even
more sacred. If I talk about it, suddenly it's out
there for people to criticise and have an opinion
about, and, no, people don't get to do that.

I'm not and it's embarrassing. I'm not good at
cleaning up and doing the homemaker thing.
One thing that makes me feel lucky about my
financial success is that I have a housekeeper.
And if that got taken away, I'd be bummed.

I have to work out really, really hard to be as
hot as I am. I think I went on my first diet in

sixth grade. It's in my genes to be a little bigger
and I don't like that, admittedly. I want girls to
know that I work at it — it's not easy, and it
doesn't come naturally, unfortunately.

Ever since I hit puberty, I've been really into
having my own look. I would buy old men's
pyjama bottoms and peg them, and wear boots
and tank tops. I was also really into Hollywood
glamour: skinny eyebrows, lots of powder with
red-black lips and tons of mascara. And if you
look back, I've been doing it since I was 17.

My stylist, Andrea, and I were making so many
outfits so one day we decided to do a clothing
line together. It's every girl's dream. We were
going to keep it small and just sell our stuff at a
few boutiques, but then I met this guy who
said he wanted to do a clothing line with me
and pay for everything. The best part was he
said I could do whatever I wanted creatively. 1
was like “Are you kidding me? OK.”

Gwen on her many looks

Cosmo asked this style icon to reveal the thinking behind
some of her most famous fashion choices.

. a dress that looked hke Graoe
. jI(elly sin Rear Wmdow I wam:ed f
f fto do that again, so John Galhanof |
made thls dress for me

[ had a dog for 16 years and I called her Lamb
because she was like the lamb in Mary Had
a Little Lamb — she followed me everywhere
I went. So then I thought Lamb would be a
cool name for my clothing line — it would be
like my dog living on in my clothes. We deci-
ded that the L should stand for Love, A for
Angel, M for Music, and B for Baby. So there
are a few meanings to it.

You always get great tables in restaurants.

[ was driving down Hollywood Boulevard one
day and I saw this guy wearing an old No
Doubt shirt, so I knew he was a die-hard fan. I
rolled down the window and I yelled out to
him, “Hey, cool shirt.” He was probably about
19. The guy nearly fell over. He totally tripped.
It was so cute. Jennifer Kasle Furmaniak
and Elaine Lipworth
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