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12 Leland Martin is a new face
with an old-fashioned style.

16 Tim McGraw, Keith Urban
and other stylish guys believe in sleeves.

18 Jett Williams shells out a

recipe for crab cakes.

20 George and Norma Strait

live it up in their hometown.

28 Hal Ketchum opens up about
his brave fight against multiple sclerosis.

32 Travis Trxitt faces a threat on
his life — but still has a good time.

36 Hank Jr., Darryl Worley and
others reveal their favorite getaways.

38 Carolyn Dawn Johnson
says “yes!” to marriage.

B W e SR | 42 Blake Shelton isstill “The
B ' *:, ) Baby” when he goes back home.
T8N e 48 Garth Brooks, Vince Gill and
Amy Grant get artsy for a good cause.

50 The Statler Brothers say
goodbye to the road.

52 Jamie O’Neal brings a little
bit of home to our troops overseas.

56 Joe Nichols’ “The Impossible”

was a 17tanic hit in more ways than one.

62 Lane Brody is finally making

music her way.

ALSO ...

: - o S ¢ < '_'V'A - - o b » >, 3 . 5 W - 2 News of Note
! . - . . R > 2 e -l e ’ - -
- , . ’ 4 . g - -~ N . L, 2 ot St ‘pet :
) g 44 3 > - a o - ' 4 --4): s - A ank : . p . - h . . Y ks . ~ - o
4 ) J ) ’ s =Y 3 - - - )} - . 5 \ < § o b
= - ~ 4 » < - ke < s - ~ :
- . . . D
- " . N - o ; » S T - - > < . e ¥ b, . -
. . » - - - - “' 2 p 5 - . . - .
- » ’ 5 - - . <5 N - = - : ~ - g
-~ 5 " - . ’ . AT 0 : - . ~ T B A
' d Y s - " » g Wy : =T - > oy 5 . S L :
. b\ “h . . X >4 SRS T . ") . i ’ -
e 5 5 - ) B+ - . .
» 5 . - 4 6 » ~ Yy " - - . ~ It AR
r r » ’ \ . » » g ” - T S L ) N et
- o : : e . P o S - & " S :
- . e - -y v

z ’ .\ . . v : : : :

S o $ {.“ Re- ’ : . / oot 2 poh ! i 3 ¥ ?:\_'“; - — : AR ‘. ; X - .' i

e VRS IV A\ e T 8 The Scoop

« s '.-f - ' ' g : L LV ‘ : : , XY, _ér;_.};’.."'\".";"‘,.";.,, RN SN ey e A

4id2"Blake Shelton/ |\ 7, 8 R SR Rk <

= ' 7 > P SR e LRSS cene eay
O ' ibe YIS B L o S st NP B £, L A A

14 Reviews

41 Q&A

47 Star Stats -
53 Ask Naomi
54 Crossword
54 Americana
58 Puzzles

60 Fan Page

64 On Tour

68 Charts

Z1 Cwvyvber Country
72 Flashback

Vol. 10, No.3. MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS $34.95 a year in U.S., $44.95 a year

in Canada, $54.95 a year outside U.S. and Canada. Periodicals postage paid at

Boca Raton, FL and at additional mailing offices in the U.S.A.

Conuntry Weekly (ISSN 1074-3235). Published bi-weekly by Country Music

Medta Group, Inc., a subsidiary of American Media, Inc., 5401 NW Broken

Sound Blvd., Boca Raton, FL 33487. Editorial offices located at 118 16ch

Ave. South, Suite 230. Nashville, TN 37203. POSTMASTER: Send address

changes to Country Weekly, PO. BOX 420235, Palm Coast, FL 32142-0255. For
P subscription address changes and inquiries, write Camntry Weekly, PO. BOX

18 Jett Willia s 420235, Palm Coast FL 32142-0235. Canadian GST 9 W

Registration NO. 133912394 R.T. Printed in the US.A.  avomer Tommeeee

~~~~~

COVER PHOTO OF GEORGE AND NORMA STRAIT BY GABE PALACIO/IMAGEDIRECT

HARRISON McCLARY

CHUCK JONES




Blake Shelton has
wedding plans
with a longtime

sweetheart, another
hit with “The Baby”’
and a hometown

very memory I have is here,”

declares Blake Shelton as he

relaxes 1n the den of his mother’s
home 1n Ada, Okla. “From the time I was
born till the time I moved away, this is
where everything in my life happened.

“T've got a lot of friends here, but what makes it special
1s this 1s still where all the family lives — cousins and aunts
and uncles and parents. I know that I'm welcome at any of
those people’s houses. It’s just something I don’t have any-
where else.”

In spite of his incredible success — including a No. 1 hit
with “Austin,” the first single from his self-titled debut
album; the follow-up hits “All Over Me” and “Ol’ Red”;
and a current Top 10 hit with “The Baby,” the first single
from his second album, due in February — Blake’s feelings
about his hometown aren’t gnuch different than those of
other country boys who've moved away from home.

But what 75 different is the way the hometown folks feel
about him. His friends and family can’t mask the pride on
their faces when they’re around him. But that doesn’t mean
they’re above dishing out a little good-natured ribbing.

They especially like to remind Blake of the pranks
he loved to play!

Story by David Scarlett

Photos by Morrison/Wulffraat

§ NEW puppy, @ Chihuahua
“named “Baby,” is surrounded (elockwise from left) by
- sister Endy, stepdad Mike Shackleford, mom

Dorothy, and fiancee Kaynette Williams.

32 Country Weekly




visiting his old Ada High
stomping grounds.

watchful eye of Mercury,
the school mascot, while
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Joining buds Eddie Sadler,
Cory Coggburn and Jayson
Tray at the Village Inn,
where Blake got his start
singing karaoke and
playing guitar
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BLAKE SHELTON , 2 -

buddy found a
deer one day that'd been run over, and they brought it to school
and put it in this guy’s pickup,” recalls Blake’s high school shop
teacher, Richard Truitt. “Put it up behind the steering wheel and
made it look like it was driving!”

“That sucker was four or five days old,” laughs Blake. But he and
his friend didn’t put the deer in just any truck. They decided to
give the driving doe to a friend.

“Well, he was a triend,” grins Blake.

As Blake recalls another prank, the look on the face of his mother,
Dorothy, says loud and clear that she’s hearing about #hzs escapade
for the first time.

“A friend of mine, Cory Coggburn, was a baseball player,”

Blake and his dad,
Dick, check out a
couple of trucks on
Dick’s car lot.

recalls Blake. “And I didn’t play sports. So during football season, while
our other friends were busy, he and I hung out together every day. It was
a holiday season, from October to Christmas, and it was so fun to steal
people’s yard ornaments, their pumpkins and stuff, and take 'em two
blocks away and arrange 'em in somebody else’s yard or on their porch ...
neatly! And we knew they were thinking when they woke up in the
morning, “Where’s my hay bales and pumpkins?’

“And we did that with those light-up Santa Clauses. We'd take them
across town to somebody else’s yard and plug them in. But it wasn'’t as
mean as 1t was stupid. Really more relocating than stealing! But we had fun
with that. Never got caught. Until #ow — I'll probably go to jail now!”

lake probably doesn’t need to worry about getting locked
up for his mischief. But he /s looking forward to doing
some serious time because of another theft — that of his
heart by a hometown sweetie. He and longtime girlfriend Kaynette
Williams became engaged in early December.

“Thanksgiving I took off a lot of time,” he recalls. “We just kind of
stayed around the house and went huntin’ and my dad came up and
visited for a couple of days. And I just got my priorities in order and
decided that it was something I needed to do soon. We’ve been together
close to six years now since we first started dating.”

He and Kaynette met when she was a photographer’s assistant and
young Blake came in to show her boss a baby wild hog he’d caught. Not
exactly a storybook beginning, but now they can both laugh about iz.

“And there’s just a connection there, it’s more than you can explain. It’s
just ezsy,” he smiles. “We understand each other without even saying a
word. It’s just one of those things you know is supposed to be.”

So how did he pop the question?

“We had an ice storm here in Nashville and I had the day off. And I'd
already bought the ring for her and decided that last Wednesday would
be a good day to ask her because the weather was bad and there wouldn'’t
be much happenin’ around the house that day.

“So I had the ring in my pocket and when she woke up I asked her to
marry me. And she zmmediately jumped back under the covers "cause — you
know how girls are — she was embarrassed.”




.

The happy couple hasn’t set a date yet, but Blake says it’'ll be
sometime in the next year, and probably a low-key event that peo-
ple will hear about only after it’s happened.

In the meantime, he’s got his new album to focus on. And he
couldn’t be happier with how it’s turned out.

“Man, I think it’s three times what the first album was, I real-
ly do,” he exclaims excitedly. “And I was proud of the first record,
but I think this one’s just so much better. And I've been kinda
sweatin’ out how I'd be accepted this second time around. But

If you don't have a goal that
you're fightin' for, you're gonna
end up wastin' your life away,
and that's grobably what
I would've done.

with “The Baby’ doin’ well, everything’s good right now.”

Yep, Blake’s come a long way since his days of singing
karaoke and playing his guitar at the Village Inn in Ada when
he was just 10.

“Actually, my mom owned the karaoke machine there and
hired me to come in and try to get people to sing,” he
explains. “Eventually I'd sit down there and play guitar
when I'd come back in town to see the family. I'd do a show,
kind of for my buddies. It was a lot of fun.”

The show he’s doing later this particular evening 1s going
to be substantially larger — at the 1200-seat Legends club.
It’s his first big show in town since “Austin” hit the charts,
and he can’t wait.

“The fun is gonna be not what I'z doing, but what’s
going on out there amongst the people,” he laughs. “T'll

“These are my two best students!” Iaughs Blake with high '
school art teacher John Boettcher (left) and shop teacher

Richard Truitt. “l made and signed that guitar-shaped ormament

(inset) in shop for the Christmas of '93," recalls Blake.
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The Quickest, Easiest, Safest Way to Cook Pasta
~ Rice, Shellfish & Vegetables--- Just Twist

Colander Lid And Drain!

H s T T W e e e g g, e e o T LTT I 7 St fpar~e 2 ¥t T
: P S BN T ey s A S LT “ R e 2T
3 —e Srilan N M R e e 4~ e o s r o R ;
: - P L I P B g T, ) s £ e
I e AN A A e e S . pUR
J T o 50 S : : 4 ey el EAET L &

R L5, P e y N s D e 2 R

At R TR v b G : e S v, :

: ‘e z ; -
o5 S i -~ \5 ~

s Low As
$ 95

& .. . ; o .. .‘ '
€ e .. ® o o ¢ .. ¢ .' 0‘ "
£ = & e o -9 : £ ’ > '
,. o n A
e S BT SR
BLOW OUT ' g O gt gt g
Buy 6 qt et e, 8 S
Get 2 qt USRS S T '?-7""
~ s A o g NP
R .

5
I REE |
-
. - ™ y .

e Non-Stick Cooking Surface
e Revolutionary “Lock-Tight” Colander Lid
e Easy Grip Handles

e Full 6 Quart Capacity

o SPECIAL OFFER! Matching 2 0t. InstaPasta Pot Jr. with
same revolutionary lid. FREE with each and every InstaPasta Pot you on

InstaPasta™Pot-the quickest, Easiest, Safest Way to Cook Pasta, Rice, Shellfish
Vegetables--- Just Twist Colander Lid And Drain!

Revolutionary InstaPasta Pot with “Lock-Tight” colander lid cooks, drains and serves up entire me
in one pot! Large 6 Qt. pot has unique twist & lock colander lid that drains water safely, easily and

with no mess! Heavy potatoes and corn on the cob are a breeze with easy grip handles and the spe
non-stick surface lets pasta slide out like magic! Great for washing and tossing salads, also! SPECH
OFFER: For every InstaPasta Pot ordered get the matching 2 Qt. Pot FREE! Ideal for hard boiled egc
frozen food pouches, small vegetables & more— Order Yours Now! Satisfaction guaranteed.

Call Now For Your Free InstaPasta Pot!

24 hours a day, 7 days a we!
1 -800-570-21 30 Or mail coupon belc

wail 10: INstaPasta Pot, Dept. 705, 6960 Eastgate Blvd., Lebanon, TN, 37090

Please rush me:

2 One InstaPasta Pot (& 1 FREE 2 Qt.Pot!) Only $14.95 + $6.95 S&H (Total $21.90).

0 SAVE! 2 InstaPasta Pots (& 2 FREE 2 Qt.Pots!) Only $25.90 + $9.95 S&H (Total $35.85).

0 BEST OFFER!Buy 3 InstaPasta Pots (& 3 FREE 2 Qt.Pots!) Only $29.85 + $12.95 S&H(Total $42.8(

ity State Zip =
Enclosed is check or M.O. for $ (NY, NJ, & TN res. add sales tax
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chords. Mom Dorothy (below)
couldn’t be happier for her

, . % baby, but never thought
what I'm looking forward to. he’d be a singer! “He just

Before the show, he takes time to visit his loved to be outdoors,” she
dad at his used-car lot and spend the after- gmiles. “} thought he’d be a
noon with his mom, stepdad, sister, uncle zookeeper or a veterinarian
and others at his mom’s house. It’s obvious or a forest ranger.”
he appreciates not just his family, but the
place he comes from and the good fortune
and hard work that have enabled him to
live his dream. Because he knows things
could’ve been different.

“It I weren’t playing music I would still
be here,” he declares quietly. “I really didn’t
have a lot of interest in anything, outside of
huntin’ and fishing, and you can’t make a
livin’ there. So I probably would’ve ended
up gettin’ in trouble. I hate to say it. If you
don’t have a goal that you're fightin’ for, you're gonna end up wastin’ your life
away, and that’s probably what I would’ve done.

"My teachers were saying, “Thank God he had the music.” Well, I feel the
same way, because it’s the only thing I wanted to do. Luckily, I just stuck with
it long enough.”

And for Blake, that doesn’t just mean hit records. It means the security of hav-
ing his own place to put down roots.

"My ultimate goal was to own some property somewhere,” he explains. “A
farm or somethin’. And I didn’t have another avenue to make money. So through
this I was able to get to the ultimate thing. I've got that farm in Tennessee now.
And that’s 7¢ to me. I've been fortunate enough to do what I love @74 attain the
ultimate goal that I wanted, too. Bw l

“That feels pretty good.”

probably do an extra long show
tonight. Seeing who shows up. That’s




